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March 2,2011

Dear Sematp ludiciary Committee,

Tn 1977,while a nursing studcnt in B'uttc, I wrote a paper about terrragc prcgnancies.
Druing my research, I intervicwed principals and PE teachers at two public junior high
sohools to iuquire about their scx cd crrriflrlum. I learned there was no scx oducation I
also hcard a story I've never forgotten.

A thfuteen-year-old eighth sader, after baving had unprotected intersourse, took one of
her mother's birth oonhol pills, thinking t[61 singl6 pill would prevent a prcgnauoy. The
girl did not get prcgnant that month. Hsr mothcr did.

Plcssc do not put Montana childrorr, or their parerrts, at risk of unplarrrred pregnarrcies by
placing restrictions on comprehemsive, age-appropriate $ex educatiorr. Krrowledge is
power. Studiss have shown that when teenagcr$ receive comprehcnsive $ex education,
iacluding infonnatiorr about contraception, they are more likclyto delay sexual nctivity
and to use contraceptivas appropriately if they do become sexually activc.

Reproductive health educators not only providc information about prcvcntiag unintended
pregnanoy-information that frirtccu-ycar-old girl desperarelyneded thi*y-four ycars
ago--tfi they also crnpowor students by teaching about healthy relationrships and nelf-
worth.

I strongly encourage you to op'pose IIB 456.

Sincerely,
Karen Buley, BSN, RN
107 BannaskPlace
Mssoula, MT 59803
buleys@montana.com
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